Kyle Railroad Depot and Heritage Center

The town of Kyle emerged in the 1880s when the international and Great Northern
Railroad (I&GN) established a township and a depot. The I&GN began laying tracks for
routes in Texas in the 1870s. A crucial part of the route was Central Texas between
two main cities, Austin and San Antonio. Stream engines required periodic refills of
water to run so I&NG needed to establish water stops or depots every 10-15 miles.
Texas landowners like Fergus Kyle understood the advantages of partnering with
railroad companies to get their cattle and crops quickly to markets and for local land
development. The first permanent Depot was built by December 1880 and the new
town of Kyle grew with the building first of a saloon, hotel and meat market to meet
the needs of new residents, laborers, and travelers. In 1916 the first Kyle Depot
building caught fire and the station’s clerk, porter, and all-round helper Robert Parks,
who lived at the Depot, courageously risked his life to save a majority of the shipments
and an important delivery receipt book by throwing them out a window while the
flames roared around him. Mr. Parks moved up in rank to become station master and
spent 27 of his 48 years with the railroad at the Kyle Depot.

A new Depot was built in 1917 which was then located at the end of Center Street. It
was moved slightly north to its current location in 1951 to allow access from downtown
Kyle to Highway 81. The Depot increasingly became an important hub for shipment of
cotton and cattle to and from surrounding areas. The Depot also grew into a center of
activity for local residents who received telegraphs at its Western Union office,
retrieved big and small shipments, and of course, travel from, or greeted their out-of-
town guests arriving at the Depot. During both World Wars, the Depot was particularly
busy as soldiers left or returned from overseas. By the 1960s, however, passenger cars,
trucks, and interstate highways became the preferred mode for traveling and
transporting goods and the Depot’s business drastically declined. In 1965 the Depot
closed after serving the town for nearly a century. Thanks to local prominent business
owner, Charles “Chuck” Nash Sr., Kyle city leaders, the Burdine Johnson Foundation,
Hays County Historical Commission, and many volunteers, the historic Kyle building was
preserved. The Depot is now operated as the Kyle Railroad Depot and Heritage Center
for visitors to tour and stands as reminder and a symbol of the founding of the City of
Kyle.



KYLE DEPOT

AS THE INTERNATIONAL AND GREAT NORTHERN

EXTENDED FROM AUSTIN TO-SAN ANTONIO; THE mRCéLiggDA;B&ggé
FAMILIES GRANTED “200- ACRES FOR-ITS ROADBED; DEPOT AND
PROPOSED_TOWNSITE. ON SEPTEMBER 10, 1880, THE 1&GN TRACKS
REACHED THE MAKESHIFT CANVAS TENT DEPOT OF KYLE. BY THE END
OF THAT NOVEMBER, THE TEMPORARY DEPOT WAS REPLACED WITH A
PERMANENT STRUCTURE. LANDOWNERS QUICKLY ESTABLISHED
BUSINESSES AS RAILROAD ACTIVITY GREW. CATTLE, LUMBER AND
COTTON SHIPMENTS INCREASED DRAMATICALLY, ESPECIALLY AFTER
MAJOR EZEKIEL NANCE BUILT A COTTON GIN. A COTTON PLATFORM AND
STOCKPENS WERE ADDED NEARBY.

KYLE'S COMBINATION DEPOT (PASSENGERS AND FREIGHT) WAS THE
CENTER OF ACTIVITY, COMMERCE, TRAVEL AND COMMUNICATIONS FOR
LOCAL RESIDENTS UNTIL THE 1950s. MOST PEOPLE PREFERRED TO
TRAVEL BY TRAIN AND USED THE WESTERN UNION OFFICE INSIDE THE
DEPOT TO COMMUNICATE BY TELEGRAPH. US. POSTAL SERVICE
MAILBAGS ARRIVED AND LEFT BY TRAIN. KYLE DEPOT SERVED ALL
TRAVELERS AND RESIDENTS; HOWEVER, WAITING ROOMS, TICKET
COUNTERS AND ENTRANCES WERE SEGREGATED, REFLECTING LAWS
AND PRACTICES OF THE JIM CROW ERA. ON OCTOBER 25, 1916, THE
ORIGINAL FRAME DEPOT WAS DESTROYED BY FIRE. OLD BOX CARS WERE
USED AS TEMPORARY OFFICES UNTIL A NEW I&GN DEPOT OPENED ON
THE SAME SITE IN 1917.

THE KYLE DEPOT FEATURES A PEDIMENTED PASSENGER DOUBLE
DOORWAY WITH A TRANSOM AND FIXED SIDELIGHTS. THE END GABLE,
FRAME BUILDING HAS A METAL ROOF SUPPORTED BY PROMINENT
KNEE-BRACKETS. SITUATED AT THE END OF CENTERSTREET UNTIL1951,
IT WAS REPOSITIONED TO ALLOW THROUGH TRAFFIC. CLOSED IN 1965, IT
WAS MOVED TO PRIVATE PROPERTYIN 1967, RETURNING IN 2003.

RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK - 2019

MARKER IS PROPERTY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

In celebration of a new historical marker at the railroad depot in Kyle, the Hays
County Historical Commission (HCHC) hosted a dedication ceremony on Saturday,
October 8th. The ceremony, which coincided with the city of Kyle’s 142nd birthday,
took place at the Kyle Railroad Depot and Heritage Center at 100 N. Front Street in
Kyle across from City Hall.

HCHC member Patrick “Hoot" Gibson, chair of the Kyle Railroad Depot and Heritage
Center Committee, said the city sponsored the Texas Historical Commission marker
which designates Kyle Depot as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark. “The city’s
birthday event theme was ‘Kyle on Track’, which recognized the city wouldn’t exist
without the railroad,” Gibson said. “We felt it was appropriate to hold the dedication
ceremony on the same day as the city’s birthday celebration, since the two are
uniquely intertwined.”
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